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LIGHTBOX is  a conceptual  col laborat ion wi th ar t is t  Dawn DeDeaux in re-
sponse to a l imi ted compet i t ion to propose a program and design for  a 
mixed-use,  zero-energy rehabi l i ta t ion of  an ex is t ing histor ic corner store 
bui ld ing in New Or leans.   L ight  Box was selected,  and the project  is  cur-
rent ly  underway.   The project  is  a dig i ta l  ar ts  lab and movie house that  wi l l 
funct ion as a theater,  venue for  events and a teaching tool  for  the neighbor-
hood.  Vocat ional  sk i l ls  in f i lm are becoming desirable as the f i lm industry is 
nurtured at  both the State and local  levels.   L ight  Box wi l l  be user- f r iendly in 
introducing dig i ta l  technology,  encourage neighborhood act iv i ty  (deterr ing 
cr ime),  prov ide geographical  access to media ar ts  and enhance cur ios i ty  for 
knowledge through audio and v isual  programming and the use of  popular 
media that  t ranscend socio-economic conf ines.   The ground f loor a l lows 
v iewing and gather ing,  wi th support  and storage spaces.   A z inc-clad,  dou-
ble-height  addi t ion is  a “dr ive- in” theater :   passers-by wi l l  be drawn in to the 
v iewing exper ience through the courtyard.   Two to three ar t is ts- in-res idence 
wi l l  have quarters on the second f loor,  wi th of f ice space and edi t ing work-
stat ions for  media instruct ion.   A new wrap-around balcony wi l l  incorporate 
a project ion surface for  outdoor screenings,  us ing the empty lot  across the 
street  for  seat ing and gather ing.   Numerous susta inable e lements and sys-
tems wi l l  be incorporated in pursui t  of  a t rue net-zero bui ld ing,  including 
geo-thermal heat ing/cool ing,  so lar  PV panels,  h igh-ef f ic iency insulat ion and 
ra inscreen cladding.   Addi t ional ly,  the bui ld ing wi l l  be “wet f lood proof”:  
constructed of  water-res is tant  mater ia ls  to a speci f ied height  increasing i ts 
res i l iency wi thout requir ing ra is ing the ent i re structure. 

CLIENT preservat ion resource center  COMPLETION  apri l  2011, projected  
SIZE  4,136 SF
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multiple viewing opportunit ies wil l  envigorate the neighborhood

an outdoor screening
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