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Orig inal ly  townhouses,  then an auto dealership,  and later  an of f ice bui ld ing, 
the structure at  861 Carondelet  has exper ienced substant ia l  modi f icat ion. 
With the St .  Joseph Condominiums, the histor ic,  three-story townhouses are 
respect fu l ly  renovated and two new structures are introduced. The combined 
task of  renovat ion and new construct ion of fered the chal lenge of  mainta in-
ing the histor ical  integr i ty  of  an ex is t ing structure whi le contr ibut ing to the 
r ichness  of  the archi tectural  fabr ic of  the c i ty.                    

The new insert ions are bold,  yet  sensi t ive towards the histor ic context  of 
the immediate area.  The new pool  pavi l ion in the courtyard of  the com-
plex [ inv is ib le f rom the exter ior] ,  is  composed of  t ranslucent polycarbon-
ate which a l lows t ransmit ta l  of  l ight  whi le mainta in ing pr ivacy.  Dur ing the 
evening hours,  th is  graceful  s t ructure g lows wi th an internal  i l luminat ion.  I t 
faces what was once a party wal l  of  the previous structure;  an ar t i fact  le f t  as 
a reminder of  the bui ld ing’s history.  A copper-c lad penthouse s i ts  atop the 
newly renovated corner bui ld ing,  inv is ib le f rom the immediate street  level , 
yet  s t r ik ing f rom blocks away.  The copper sheet ing wi l l  develop a pat ina over 
t ime, ref lect ing the passing of  t ime also represented by the ar t i fact-wal l  in 
the courtyard.  The design concepts for  the penthouse explore possible ways 
of  responding to histor ic context ,  not  by reproducing what a l ready ex is ts , 
but  through interpret ive and innovat ive use of  mater ia ls ,  forms, and propor-
t ions.

CLIENT  el ie khoury,  KFK development   COST  $4,000,000   COST PER SF  
$106.50   SIZE  37,558  SF  COMPLETION  2003
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bird’s eye view with penthouse

courtyard with townhouses, pool and pool house
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copper + glass penthouses with views of the city
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